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LETTER PER ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

 

14 January 2012 

 

 

The Hon. E. Molewa, M.P. 

Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs 

315 Pretorius Street 

0001 PRETORIA 

 

Transmitted via e-mail to Mr. A. Modise – AModise@environment.co.za 

 

 

Dear Madam Minister 

 

RHINO POACHING – MEDIA BRIEFING – Sunday 15 January: 

FORMATION OF NEW CIVIC COALITION and LETTER to PRESIDENT J G ZUMA 

 

Given the unusual timings and nature of your media briefing in Pretoria tomorrow morning, 

coupled with the launch of our civic coalition group Warriors for African Rhino (WAR) 

yesterday, together with our now-public letter sent to President J G Zuma late on Friday 

afternoon, 13 January 2012, I felt the need inform you of certain matters of which you might 

not be fully appraised.  

 

Our collective alliance launched with more than 20 000 members yesterday and already we 

have several large organizations (civic and non-governmental) that have approached us to 

strategically partner in this initiative.  We believe in the weeks ahead our numbers will more 

than double, based on early responses. 

 

For clarity, I have included a formal copy of our official letter to the State President, as well 

as last evening’s media statement by WAR.  

 

 

W.A.R.  WARRIORS for AFRICAN RHINO 

 

Cowies Hill 

3610 PINETOWN 

Mobile: + 27 72 912 4038 

E-mail: WAR.comms@gmail.com 

___________________________________

___ 
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As several members of the media have now indicated to me today that they intend to raise 

our 3-point strategy plan presented to President Zuma with you at this briefing, I felt it 

pertinent to ensure you were fully briefed on this matter.  

 

 

Madam Minister, it would be remiss of us if we did not explain that the singular motivation 

of our urgent alliance formation over these past few days was simply to seek common unity 

amongst our citizenry who are all variously clamouring for some urgent, national action, but 

yet lack collective cohesion of their voices.  

 

 

By creating an umbrella body that is now South Africa’s largest civil movement dedicated 

solely to rhino security and strong anti-poaching measures, we believe we have created a 

very valuable liaison platform for your ministry, and government organs generally, to 

communicate directly and efficiently, across diverse multimedia spaces and communities.  

 

 

Accordingly, we trust our actions are proactively constructive by way of this somewhat 

‘emergency-bridge’ that we’ve now built between those who believe the people of South 

Africa are global custodians of this iconic species and those that are the primary guardians 

of this fiduciary responsibility through your ministry.  

 

 

Please be assured of our strong commitment to mutual respect and complete support for 

any and all government-led action that substantially reduces this major threat to our 

beloved natural heritage, which is now being held hostage by some insidious, commercial 

guerrilla-type agents of wildlife warfare and illegal trade.  

 

 

Yours respectfully 

 

Unsigned – transmitted electronically 

 

BRIAN SANDBERG 

Chairman 

Warriors for African Rhino (WAR) 

 

 

Attached: 

Letter to President J G Zuma – 13 January 2012 

WAR Media Statement – 13 January 2012 

 


