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LETTER PER ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

 

13 January 2012 

 

 

The Hon. President J. G. Zuma 

The Presidency 

Union Buildings 

0001 PRETORIA 

South Africa 

 

 

Dear President Zuma 

 

RE: THREE-POINT RHINO ANTI-POACHING PLAN PROPOSAL 

  

This plea comes to you on behalf of WAR (Warriors for African Rhino) - South Africa’s largest 

civil society coalition with the single objective of halting Rhino poaching in South Africa.  

 

We plead with you to consider the implementation of a disaster management plan with 

respect to Rhino poaching, which is threatening to destroy South Africa’s Rhino population, 

the last major African Rhino population on Earth.  

 

WAR represents over 20,000 South Africans, including activists and concerned citizens from 

OSCAP (Outraged SA Citizens against Poaching), Mission Rhino, No Trade in Tusks & Horns, 

the Rhino Rescue Project, Aquila Private Game Reserve, Saving Private Rhino, the Hluhluwe 

Info & Publicity Association, Kragga Kamma Game Park, Anti-Rhino Poaching and Save Our 

Rhino.  

 

Following extensive consultation among these civil society role-players during these past 48 

hours of crisis, our request, and proposal, is as follows:  

 

 

W.A.R.  WARRIORS for AFRICAN RHINO 
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1. DECLARATION OF DISASTER AREAS:  

 

That the Kruger National Park, Limpopo Province and Mpumalanga Province be declared 

disaster areas immediately.  

 

These regions are clearly under an unprecedented threat. Many commentators consider 

Rhino poaching to be a new form of guerrilla warfare. Declaring these regions disaster areas 

under the Disaster Management Act would allow for critical emergency action which 

includes, inter alia: 

 

(a)    Creation of a disaster management control centre;  

 

(b)    Increased mobilization of extensive security resources; 

 

(c)    Priority status for environmental crimes in policing and case management in the 

criminal justice system; 

 

(d)    Heightened security for customs and border controls, not only for these three 

regions, but nationally. 

  

Most importantly, this move would demonstrate your proactive approach to the world, 

proving that our national government is fulfilling its duty to protect South Africa’s rich 

natural treasures.  

 

 

2. URGENT PRESIDENTIAL TALKS WITH MOZAMBIQUE: 

 

While the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs has been active in respect of recent 

discussions with her Mozambique counterpart, the recent alarming escalation in attacks 

continues to implicate Mozambique nationals in this illegal slaughter and trade.  

 

We collectively seek your personal intervention and engagement with President Guebeza, 

together with joint statements in respect of urgent planned interventions.  

 

 

3. INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENTS:  

 

In addition to urgent engagement with Mozambique, we firmly believe your personal 

intervention is required to communicate this life-threatening crisis to our international 

friends in leading countries of the Far East.   
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There is overwhelming proof that a very small minority of their citizens are at the forefront 

of undermining the security and stability of our precious communities and wildlife, which 

are threatened by illegal arms and paramilitary tactics.  

 

Accordingly, we plead with you to hold urgent meetings with senior diplomats, so that you 

can issue joint statements on planned interventions. 

 

 

 

Sir, we must all, as deeply concerned South Africans, unite to fight for the protection of this 

key sector of our society and economy.  

 

Our national heritage, our tourism industry and even our personal safety (if you consider 

the illegal weapons that could be used for purposes other than poaching) are under a 

sustained and growing attack which is both brutal and contemptuous of our collective 

national right to dignity and liberty. 

 

Warriors for African Rhino will be stepping up a media campaign to further expand the civic 

support base for our proposed three-point plan.  

 

We would be more than happy to offer our substantial assistance and network in helping 

promote any new interventions and strategies government may add to the proposals tabled 

here. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully yours 

 

 
Unsigned personally due to digital transmission 

 

 

Brian Sandberg 

Chairman 

Warriors for African Rhino (WAR) 

 

 

 

 


