
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT – EMBARGO: 17h00 – 13 January 2012 
 

 

13 January 2012 

 

SA Citizens Unite to Fight Rhino Poaching 

 

 

Warriors for African Rhino (WAR) invites South Africans to join fight, sends plea to 

President Zuma 

 

 

The recent spike in Rhino poaching incidents has prompted the formation of South Africa’s 

largest civil society coalition to oppose Rhino poaching.  

 

Representing over 20,000 South Africans, Warriors for African Rhino (WAR) unites activists 

and concerned citizens from OSCAP (Outraged SA Citizens against Poaching), Mission Rhino, 

No Trade in Tusks & Horns, the Rhino Rescue Project, Aquila Private Game Reserve, Saving 

Private Rhino, the Hluhluwe Info & Publicity Association, Kragga Kamma Game Park, Born 

Free Foundation, Anti-Rhino Poaching and Save Our Rhino. 

  

According to WAR spokesman, Brian Sandberg, its single objective is to provide an umbrella 

body for South African citizens who want to oppose Rhino poaching. "While we are aware 

that poaching is not the only controversy facing the Rhino, we believe it is the most serious 

one," says Sandberg, "and we would like to create a unified civil front on this issue." 

  

Letter to the President 

  

As its first act, WAR has sent a letter to President Jacob Zuma requesting him to declare the 

Kruger National Park, Limpopo and Mpumalanga provinces disaster areas due to the 

unprecedented Rhno poaching threat they currently face.  
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Sandberg says poaching is even considered a new form of guerrilla warfare by some. "This 

has been demonstrated by the killing of poachers in the Kruger National PArk just this 

week," he adds. 

 

“By declaring these regions disaster areas, the Disaster Management Act would allow 

government to establish a disaster management control centre, mobilize significant security 

resources, give priority status to environmental crime for policing and case management in 

the criminal justice system, and provide heightened security for customs and border 

controls - not only in these regions, but also nationally. 

  

“Most importantly, this step would demonstrate to the world that the SA national 

government is not shirking in its duty to protect its rich natural treasures. We have the last 

significant population of White and Black Rhino on the planet,” says Sandberg. "We cannot 

be responsible for its demise." 

  

Interventions 

 

WAR plans to counter rampant Rhino poaching in South Africa by means of joint, broad-

based interventions such as government and private sector lobbying, partnering with key 

conservation role players, practical support of law enforcement, civil activism and public 

awareness campaigns. 

 

 

About WAR 

 

WAR is an emergency coalition of civic voices comprising NGOs and voluntary associations 

whose memberships number several thousand active and committed individuals.  

 

Together, the alliance represents the largest grouping of South Africans determined to 

counter the escalating scourge of Rhino poaching. 

  

 

 

Contact 

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

Brian Sandberg 

Mobile :   072 912 4038 

Email : WAR.comms@gmail.com 


