
Sir 

 

I cannot let Anton Alberts of the Freedom Front Plus go unchallenged (Biased minority view, 

September 20). As always, Aubrey Matshiqi is bang on the money when he effectively says these 

“moegoes” still don’t get it (Massacre reveals our deficit in human solidarity, September 18).  

 

Mr. Alberts and his party have zero concept of what it is really like to be in a real “minority”, 

shunned, ridiculed, humiliated and even physically abused.  

 

As a gay man, I do. First-hand! 

 

For fifty years I’ve lived with the pain of an innate characteristic that the vast majority of our society 

neither understand, nor show any genuine sensitivity about. Only in the last 16 years, by way of a 

world-class constitution, and some important court rulings, have I felt almost liberated and finally 

been given back some of the personal dignity, long, long denied me.  

 

I can think of religious and other minorities who’ve been persecuted for decades – and still are – but 

yet, in this grand scheme of creating a “department of minorities”, Mr. Alberts and his party 

“moegoes” only speak of rights’ protection for “coloured, Indian and white communities”.  

 

What about ALL our marginalized minority communities, or must we simply define – yet again via 

some twisted statute – a minority as being only about shades of melanin? 

 

One thing is for certain, in this party’s racist proposal – that I believe is completely contrary to the 

spirit of the constitution – their supporters would certainly pay scant attention to my own minority 

rights as a gay, since their constituency is well-recorded as being broadly homophobic.  

 

Methinks Mr. Alberts and his cohorts must start de-colonizing their own minds first and do some 

real introspection about precisely what humanism is about. Only then will we start to have far 

greater ‘social cohesion’ – and meaningful, mutual respect – for ALL minorities under our often-

fractured rainbow.  

 

Brian Sandberg 

Durban 

 

 

 

 


